
 

October 2010 

Swim-a-thon Coming Your Way!  

Look in your swimmer’s on-deck 
folder this week for your  
Swim-a-thon packet!   
Swim-a-thon, held at Vortex this 
year on October 28 , is an annual event required of every USA 
Swim Team.  Vortex wants to make this year’s “swim as many 
laps as you can in two hours” the most fun ever! With personal 
lap counters, swimmer prizes, and snacks, swimmers will be  
motivated swim as far as they can (up to 200 lengths) to raise 
money for our team. In the past our Swim-a-thon has earned up 
to 1/3 of our annual revenue, which means more funds for the 
team. So please grab your pledge packet and start helping your 
child raise money for Swim-a-thon! More information will be  
coming soon from our Swim-a-thon committee.  

 
Parent Meeting Re-cap 
On September 24, Vortex parents gathered to elect the 2010 – 
2011 Board Officers and stay abreast of team news. The new 
Board Officers for this season are as follows: 
President: Diane Fromme, 223-9360, president@teamvortex.org 
Vice President: Lisa Stiles, 377-1411, vicepresident@teamvortex.org 
Secretary: Dee Dee Wright, 689-3057, secretary@teamvortex.org 
Treasurer: Sihong Xie, 566-3577, treasurer@teamvortex.org 
 
We also reminded parents that billing is now in advance, with an 
e-mail automatically generated for you the 21st of every month for 
the upcoming month. Payments can be mailed to P.O. Box 249, 
Fort Collins, 80522; dropped by the pool during practice times; or 
generated automatically through your bank’s Web Bill Pay (ask 
your bank for details). 
 

We know you’re all curious about the fate of Mulberry Pool, and 
we want to reassure you that even if the pool did close, Vortex 
would continue as a swim club. Let’s focus now on what we can 
do to prevent the pool from closing: Write a letter to your city 
council representative (see sample letter on our website home 
page), and have both you and your swimmer attend the next City 
Council public hearing on Tuesday, October 19th, 6 p.m. at 300 
La Porte Avenue. We believe the public will be able to speak to 
this issue within the first two hours of the meeting. 
 

At the meeting we also covered the Vortex Volunteer Program 
and our annual Swim-a-Thon.  Check out the other articles in this 
newsletter to learn more about these two topics. Last but not 
least, we handed out our updated team handbooks. You can view 
the handbook on our website at www.teamvortex.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vortex swimmers get back in the swing at 
Intra-squad Meet in September 

 

Upcoming Events 
Boulder 10 & U Meet,  
S. Boulder Rec. Center……….....Oct.  10    
   (Registration deadline has passed)  
 
Loveland Fall Harvest,  
Mtn. View Aquatic Center…...Oct. 15 - 17 
   (Registration deadline has passed) 
 
Ft. Collins City Council Public Hearing 
……………..……………………….Oct. 19 
    (6:00 p.m., 300 La Porte Ave., Ft. Collins)  
 
12 & U Silver Circuit Meet,  
Eaton HS Pool………………..….…Oct. 23    
    (Watch website for more information) 
 
Board of Directors Meeting………...Oct 25  
   5:30pm Mulberry Pool, parents welcome 
 

SWIM-A-THON….…………………Oct. 28 
    (5 – 7 p.m.; volunteers arrive 4:45 p.m.) 
 
Longmont Great Pumpkin Meet  
………..………………………..Oct. 30 – 31 
    (Watch website for more information) 
 
TEAM & INDIVIDUAL PICTURES….Nov 3 
    (4:45 p.m. at Mulberry - before practice) 
 
Eaton Fall Fest,  
Eaton HS Pool…….….……….Nov. 5 – 6 

Team mission: Engage swimmers in a competitive program by teaching 
proper technique and encouraging skill development in a supportive 

team environment. 



Swimmer’s Lane 
 
Hi, I’m Analise. I am 13 years old and in 
the green group with Coach Marty. I have 
been on swim teams since I was 10, but 
this is my first year on Vortex. Previously, I 
swam for Raintree Athletic Club (formerly 
the Pulse) and also for the summer swim 
team, the Westfield Waves. So far, I have 
really enjoyed the Vortex team. Marty 
pushes my teammates and me to do our 
best, and points out our strengths and 
weaknesses. 
 
Overall, I love backstroke the most, but I 
still work hard at improving all my strokes. 
My goal, by the end of the season, is to 

make a state qualifying time in backstroke, something that I came very 
close to achieving last summer.  Swimming is great training for all sports 
and I believe that swim team will make me a better basketball player as 
well. Even though this year I left a few friends on other swim teams to join 
this one, I know I made a good choice. 
 

-- Analise I.  G reen Group 
 

 
 

Dear Parents and Swimmers, 
I would like to welcome you again to the 2010-2011 sea-
son.  We have a fun season planned.  Please continue to moni-
tor email and the website for updates to the planned activities.    

Swim Meets: 
This season we would like swimmers to attend as many swim 
meets as possible.  It is important to help the swimmers im-
prove.  At a swim meet, coaches are able to watch significantly 
less swimmers than they do in practice.  Coaches can give 
more detailed feedback to swimmers at swim meets.  This is another way coaches get 
to know the swimmers: The one-on-one or one-on-two is a great way for coaches to 
learn about the swimmer.  Please keep this in mind when planning your schedule for 
the season.  I do realize that it is not possible for every swimmer to attend every 
meet.  It would be nice if every swimmer could attend a meet every two months.  If 
your swimmer is nervous about swimming a meet, there is a meet designed for begin-
ners on Oct 23rd in Eaton.  Eaton is a small and intimate pool.  It would be a great 
meet to get your feet wet.  It is also close enough (roughly 35 minutes from Fort 
Collins) if you want to watch a meet first before you try it. 

Communication: 
Please do not hesitate to communicate with your swimmer’s coach.  You as the parent 
know the most about your swimmer.  If you have any questions, also ask your coach 
after practice.  If you do not feel comfortable discussing issues with the coach, please 
at least communicate with a board member.  If we do not know you have concerns, we 
cannot address them.   

Fundraising and Volunteering: 
Also, do not forget about the Swim-a-Thon on Oct. 28th.  We need everyone to partici-
pate!  The revenue is important to the team’s financial well being.  We would like 
swimmers to raise $200 each.  Our total goal is $8,000.  Also, remember to keep in 
contact with Volunteer Coordinator Heather Ogle-Rowe for the many volunteer  

opportunities that are available.    Go Vortex!                       — Coach Jackie 

Coach’s Corner 

How to Earn Your Volunteer 
Credit! 
Parent Volunteers!  We need your help! Are you 
still looking for ways to fulfill your volunteer com-
mitment for the year? Planning on receiving 
your volunteer credit on your November state-
ment? Signing up for volunteer opportunities is 
just a click away. Visit our team website, sign-in, 
click the Jobs Sign-Up button, and select the job 
that interests you. Make sure that you check-in 
during your volunteer shift and sign the event 
sheet! When the event is complete your volun-
teer credits are posted to your account within 
the week. Please remember that while our web-
site uses the term “hours,” our team volunteer 
commitment is 2 “credits”. Each family must vol-
unteer twice regardless of the amount of time 
the opportunity actually takes. Alternatively, a 
family may take one Board position or one 
Event Coordinator position.  
 
Swim-A-Thon volunteer opportunities are filling 
up fast so check the website after October 4th 
for new volunteer jobs or contact the volunteer 
coordinator at the following email address,  
volunteercoordinator@teamvortex.org for volun-
teer opportunities. 
 

Please be aware that in the event of an accident 
or injury, volunteers are not covered by Team 
Vortex Swim Club insurance. All members 
should have their own personal insurance that 
covers them in the event of an accident or injury 
while volunteering for a Team Vortex Swim Club 
event.  
 

Board Contacts 
Officers: 
 

President:  Diane Fromme, 223-9360,  
president@teamvortex.org 
 

Vice President : Lisa Stiles, 377-1411,  
vicepresident@teamvortex.org 
 

Secretary: Dee Dee Wright, 689-3057,  
secretary@teamvortex.org 
 

Treasurer: Sihong Xie, 566-3577,  
treasurer@teamvortex.org 
 
Additional Board Members: 
Head Coach – Jackie Charlesworth,  
481-6640, CoachJackie@teamvortex.org  
 
Publications & Newsletters 
Diane Fromme/Linda Kennedy,  
president@teamvortex.org 
 
Volunteer and New Member Coordinator  
Heather Ogle-Rowe, XXX-XXXX 
volunteercoordinator@teamvortex.org 
 
Members-at-Large:  
Debbie Duffy, Rich Young, Jackie Signorelli 
 
Team Vortex Swim Club   
PO Box 249, Fort Collins, CO 80522 
Ph: 970.481.6640 www.teamvortex.org 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 


